LOOKING BACK

FIRST INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FILM FESTIVAL

CineCentral Caloutaorganizedthe FirstintemationalChidren'sHimFestival fom 15h
to31stDecember,1979 incelebrationoftheIntemational YearofChild. Thevenuewas
Cdouta Madan opposte 0 Bila  Paneiaium. Ths wes nat mere fim  fesiva but a composie
Gtes &

Theprogrammeofthefestvalwasdividedintofourparts—@)Fim-shows () Cultural
Fudons, (© Compdios ad (0 Bdbios. Thee were wo audioums isde  te feshd
arenanamely  PatherPanchaliMancha and Charlie ChaplinMancha.

Thefestival-cum-fairwasinauguratedby ShriBuddhadebBhattacharya, Minister-in-
Chargeofthe Deptt. ofInformationand Cultural Affairs, Govt. of WestBengal. Shri
KalpataruSenguptaourPresidentandnotedjoumalistpresidedoverthefunction. Variety
entertainmentprogrammesincludedRecitations, Dance Dramas, Musical Soiree, Magicand
PuppetShow, Dramaetc. Besides, a'Sitand-Draw-Art Contestwasarranged. Aphiatelic
compefion  for chid  ooledors wes aso held whee the P&T Depatment released  one Specal
UNICEForganizedabigexhibiioninsidethefestival-arenadepiciingchicHifeinour
country. DepartmentofinformationandCultural Affairs, Govt ofVWestBengalopenedabig
paviionandDepartmentofYouthSenvicesputuptwoexhibiions-oneonmountaineeringand
the oher on sdence and dviizaton. Amnaiure mouniain @ wes ereded  near te pavion  for
mockrockdimbing. Demonstraionsweregiventoalargenumberafchidrenbythemembers
ofleadingorganizations. DepartmentoffForests, AnimalHusbandry & Tribal\Welfare, Gov-
emmentofWestBengal, CMDA, KhadiBoardand CADCalsotookpavilionsforprojecting
ter  adMies. The Unied  Industidl Bark aso opened a chidenis Bark nsce  the fesivat
arerna
Aloutefiortsweremadetoreachthosechidrenwhowerenotabletocomealtheway
toMaidan.WeorganizedshowsindifferentsiumsinCalcuttaandinsuburs. Forthiswe
Theentireprogrammegottremendousresponseamongvastnumberofchidren.Morethan
2lakhschidrenandtheiraccompanyingguardiansattendedthefestivalondiferentdays.
Mostnotablefeaturewasthattheentireprogrammewasfree.



SECOND INERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S FILM FESTIVAL & FAIR

The 2ndINTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S FILM FESTIVAL & FAIR was held in Calcutta
Maidanfrom  February28toMarch16,1981. ShriPrasantaSur, MinisterforLocal Gowt.
and Urban Development, Government of West Bengal inaugurated the festival on

February 28atCalcuttaMaidan. ShriSailo Chakrabortywas presentas the Guest-in-
Chief. ShriKalpataru SenGuptaour Presidentpresided overthefunction.
Fimsfrommorethan 35 countrieswereshownintwoauditoriumsnamely GoogaBaga

Mancha and WaltDisneyMancha dailyintheevening.Felddemonstrations, Bratachariand
Fok Dances were hed n te afemoon  and the most nieresing pat o te fesid wes varely
enteriainmentprogrammeshbymorethandOleadingchidren'sorganizationsintheexdusive
auditorium  Ha-Ja-Ba-Ra-LaMancha.
Sevencontests-Quiz, Debate, Sitand \Wite, Sitand-Draw, Reditation, VocalMusicand
5000 chiden 1tk pat in dieet oompetiion
Bhbin ondd Bk ndeet outes wd kB gos adgames edcaon, sene
andciviizationatiractedalargenumberofchidreninCalcutiaanditssuburbs. UNICEF
oganzed  an exhition for e it fme in Inda foousng  the needs of dsabed  chiden.
Onedaydfthefestivalwasdedicatedtothedisabledchidrenandspedalfuncionswas
oganzedon8thMarchtopopularizethefiveprincipalobjectivesofintemational Yearof
DisabledPersonssetoutinthe UNResolution. SmtNirupamaChatterjee, MinisterofState
forSocialWelfarewasGuest-in-Chiefand ShriAbdulBariMinisterof StateforPrimary
and Secondary Education presided overthefunction.

THIRD INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S FILM FESTIVAL & FAIR

The ThirdIntemational Children'sFimFestivaland Fair washeldatCalcuttaMaidan
oppositeBidaPlanetariumfrom February9to23,1982 .Thefestivalwasheldonamuch
woer scae adoompised o ) Am Sons () Cuud  fundioms, ® Competion  and (V)
Btios

ShridyatiBasu, ChiefMinisterof\WWestBengalinauguratedthefestivalon Tuesday
February9,1982. ShriJatin Chakraborty, Minister-in-Charge ofthe Departments of
PublicWorksandHousing, Govt. ofWestBengalwasthe Guest-in-Chief. ShriBuddhadev
Bhattacharya. Minister-in-Chargeofthe Departmentofinformationand Cultural Affairs,
Gowvt.ofWestBengalwaspresentasspecialguest. Notedwaiter, Swapanburo(ShriAkhi
Neogy)presidedoverthefunction.Acolourfulchildren’'sparade synchronizingwiththe

inaugurationofthefestival, wasorganized.
AnBtdon dgig didie n dieet aoues wd kB ousm  edan gER
Qviization ec. weshed n te fesivalaena The Educaion  Depatment of te Sae Gou.

ogazed awvey ineEesig Sdence  Bxhibiion in  oolaboration wih te Bila Industd and
TechnologicalMuseum. BesidesCMDA, Calcuttalmprovement Trust, CalcutiaCorporation,
TourismDepartment, Govemmentof\WestBengalandWestBengalHousing Boardalsoput
wpher pos © pgd e adMies

Sx coiess  wee ogazed  for  chiden—() Qiz @ Deae (@ StandDraw, & St
andWihite, (v) PhilatelicCollectionand (Vi) Recitation.ASpecial Coverwasreleasedon
February11incommemorationofthefestival. The P&T Department, Govemmentofindia
provided Spedial Cancellationontheoccasion.



LikeinthepastthefestivaHimsweretakentothedifferentsiumsinCalcuttaandits
suburbs. Thefestivalgotoverwhelmingresponsefromthechildrenandtheirparents.
Unfortunately, wecoud not gather enough sponsors  and financdl hep to conve tis unigque
programmeexdusivelyforthechidren.

THE LONG GAP AND AFTER

Thefinancial crunch coupled with some other factors compelled usto discontinue the

Chidren's FimFestivaland Fair. Buttherewas persistentdemandfromourmembersand
welwishersioravivethechidrensfimprogramme.
So,anewbeginningwas madeinamodestway—the 4th Intemational Children’s Fim

Fesival  washeldfrom15thto21stAugust 1999 at SaralaRoy Memorial Hall. Thoughit
could notbe made anannual event—we continue to hold children's film programmes from
timetotime. Intheyear2002-03 several screenings of chidren'sfimwere made under

the banner of Amitabha Bramachary Memorial Children’s Film Foundation. Such sporadic
shows couldnotserve the very purpose of giving the children the opportunity of viewing
woridcinema.

Thencamethe  Sthintemational Chidren's Him Festival thatwasheldfrom23rdto
27thMay 2005 at Purbashree Auditorium, SaltLake City, Kolkata. Thefestival heldin
oolaborationwith Easterm Zonal Cullural Centrewastruly intemationalwith 16fimsfrom
10countries. ShriKanti Biswas Minister for Primary & Secondary Education, Govt. of
West Bengal inaugurated the festival and Dr. Abirlal Mukherjee our Vice-President
dfchideeninaltheshons.

The encouraging response and popular demand embolden us to make the nextfestival
alfiebiggerandbetier. The 6hinemaionalFmFesival wasomganzedincolaboration
with NANDAN (WestBengal Him Centre) and Eastemn Zonal Cultuiral Centre, Govt. of India.

Chidrenbeingfocal pontwearrangedthe fesiivalintwolocations—Nandanand Purbashree
andtimed thefestivalwith summervacation (from 22ndto 31stMay, 2006) inwhichover

30fimsfrom 12 countries were screened. Shri Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharya, Mayor,
Kolkata Municipal Corporation inaugurated the festival where eminent writer Shri
Shirshendu Mukhopadhyay was present as Guest-in - Chief.

Thetwosuccessive successiul festivals encouraged us to redeemour pledge tomake
the Chidren'sHimFestivalanannualevent The 7hediionafthefestivalbecamebigger
and colourful. Besides Nandan & Eastem Zonal Cultural Centre, the UNICEF alsogave a
helping hand. Smt. Renuka Chowdhury, Honb'le Minister of State (Independnt Charge),
Departmentof\Women & Child Development, Gowt. of Indiainaugurated the festival on
14th May, 2007 and Dr. Pratap Chandra Chunder, Former Union Minister of Education
graced the occasion as Guest-in-Chief, Justice Shyamal Kumar Sen our President
presided over the function. The festival continued upto 19th May, 2007.

Theten-dayfestivalwhichhad over40fimsfrom 16 countries, gavethe chidrenan
apportunitytopeepiniotheworidanema. Thefestivalwas notconfinedioatyonly, wih
theassistance dfiocalbodiesthefesivaliimsweretakentosuburbs. Theresponsefrom
every onewas indeed encouraging. Itinspired us to make yetanother edition ofthe
programme.



THE EIGTH INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'’S FILM FESTIVAL

There was a gala inaugural programme on 14th May 2008 at 6.30 p.m. in
Nandard.EminentHmDirecior St TaunMaumdarwhieinauguratingthefestvalirecounted
theproblemsandhardshipformakingfimiorthechidren. Hehopedthat suchfimfesiival
wouldhelpto create anenvironmentfor producing children'sfim. Ms. Lori Calvo, State
representative of UNICEF inWest Bengal said that the healthy culiural environmentwas
amustfortheallround developmentaofthe chid, andfim beingapowerfulmedium, the
festivalwould goalongwaytoeducate aswel as entertainthe children. SriNilanjan
Chattapadhyay, ChiefExecutive Officer, Nandan, stressed the needformakingandaswel
asscreening children'sfiilminaregularway. Honble Justice Sri Shyamal Kumar Sen,
Chairperson, WestBengal Human Rights Commissionand President, Cine Central, Calcutia,
urgedthe parentstoguide the childrento selectwhatwas goodforthem.

Ontheoccasionafthefestival, UNICEFWestBengal ofice organizedaphaioexhibiion
atthefoyerof Nandanwhere photographs onthe developmental activiies of UNICEF in
H T—

Thefesivawestulyaninemationelone. Duingthis 10dayfestvalabout45iimsfiom
thefolowing countries—Czech Repuiic, Cuba, Netherlands, Iran, France, Isragl, Germany,
India, USA, Russia, Japan, China, Croatia, Sri Lankaand Bangladeshwere shown. The
festivalfimswerescreenedinNandan, Purbasree (Eastem Zonal Cultuiral Centre), Labour
Wielfare Centre, Maniddtala, RabindraBhawan, Rishraand ather places. ftisestimatedithat
over60thousandchidrenhave partidpatedinthisfestival, whichwas absoluiely free.

Thefestivalbecame more colourfulwithtwo more inaugural programmes on consecutive
days. On17thMay, 2008 the Rishrah Municipality held inaugural programme at Rabindra
Bhavan, Rishra. SriBikash Ranjanhatiacharya, Mayor of Kolkata Municipal Corporation,
inauguratedthefesivalwhere St Santashree Chattieree MPwas presentas Guestin-Chief.
Chakraorty, General Secretary, Cine Central, Calcutiawere alsopresent. Therewasalso
ainauguralfunctionon 1th May 08 at Labour\Welfare Centre, Munniktala. Sri Prasanta
Chatteriee, MPandformerMayorof CalouttaCorporationinauguratedthefestival. SiAnp

ontheoccasion.



